HEALTH

	MANAGING CHILDREN WHO ARE UNWELL/HAVE ALLERGIES
	Policy Statement
We aim to provide the utmost care for children by preventing cross infection or viruses and bacterial infections and promote health through identifying allergies and preventing contact with the allergenic substance.

PLAYDAYS ENSURES THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST 4 PRACTITONERS WHO HAVE COMPLETED AN EARLY YEARS 12 HOUR FIRST AID COURSE PRESENT AT ALL TIMES.  NO PRACTITIONERS WHO HAVE NOT ATTENDED A 12 HOUR FIRST AID COURSE WILL ADMINISTER MEDICATIONS

Procedure for children who are sick or infectious
· If children appear unwell during the day e.g. have a temperature, sickness, diarrhoea or pains, particularly in their head or stomach, a Practitioner will call the child’s Parent and ask them to collect the child, or send a known carer to collect the child on their behalf
· If a child has a temperature they are kept cool and away from draughts until they are collected.  A Practitioner will attempt to contact the Child’s Parents to gain consent for Calpol to be administered.  If the Child’s temperature continues to rise then Calpol will be given in accordance with the Parent’s signed instructions, in order to prevent a febrile convulsion.
· It is important that you do not give your child Calpol before bringing them to the Setting as it could mask other symptoms
· If it is redeemed an emergency then the child will be taken to hospital and the parent informed
· Parents are asked to take their child to the doctor before returning them to the setting
· IF A CHILD HAS BEEN SICK OR HAS HAD DIARRHOEA THEN THEY CANNOT RETURN TO THE SETTING FOR 48 HOURS FROM THE LAST SICKNESS
· If children are prescribed antibiotics then Parents must keep their child at home until they are well enough to return.  If the child is well enough to come to the Setting but antibiotics still need to be administered then a consent form must be obtained from the Parent (see Administration of Medication Policy
· The setting has a list if excludable diseases and exclusion times which is available in the foyer.
· If a child has a notifiable disease under the Health Protection Regulations the child’s GP will report this to the Health Protection Agency
· When the setting becomes aware of, or is formally informed of the notifiable disease, the Manager informs Ofsted and acts on any advice given by the Health Protection Agency.


HIV/AIDS/HEPATITIS PROCEDURE
· HI Virus like other viruses such as Hepatitus A, B and C are spread through the body fluids.  Hygiene precautions for dealing with body fluids are the same for all children and adults.
· Single-use vinyl gloves and aprons are worn when changing children’s nappies, pants and clothing that are soiled with blood, urine, faeces or vomit
· Protective rubber gloves are used for cleaning/sluicing clothing after changing
· Soiled clothing is  bagged for parents to collect
· Spills of blood, urine, faeces or vomit are cleared using disinfectant solution and mops used are disposed of
· Tables and other furniture, furnishings or toys affected by blood, urine, faeces or vomit are cleaned using disinfectant

HEAD LICE
· Head lice are not an excludable condition, however once detected the child should be treated before returning to the setting
· In extreme cases a parent may be asked to keep the child away from the setting until infestation has cleared
· On identifying cases of head lice all parents are informed and asked to treat their child and family



Procedures for children with allergies
· Parents are required to complete a registration form when their child first starts at the setting.  This form enables  Parents to state if their child is suffering from any allergies
· If a child has an allergy that requires the child not being given certain foods or drinks then their photograph and name is placed on a cupboard in the kitchen, enabling all Practitioners to be aware of the child’s requirements
· If medication such as an Epipen may be required then Practitioners will be trained on the correct use by a Health Care Professional
· PLAYDAYS ADOPTS A NUT FREE ENVIRONMENT and Parents are given written information regarding this Policy


AT ALL TIMES THE ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION MUST BE COMPLIANT WITH THE SAFEGUARDING AND WELFARE REQUIREMENTS OF THE EYFS.

Oral Medication

· Asthma medications are not regarded as ‘oral medication’ by insurers and so documents do not need to be forwarded to our insurance provider
· Oral medications must be prescribed by a GP and have instructions clearly written on them
· The setting must be provided with clear written instructions on how to administer the medication
· All risk assessment procedures need to be adhered to for the correct storage and administration of the medication
· The setting must have the parents or guardians prior written consent.

Life Saving  Medication and invasive treatments

Injections such as Epipens or invasive treatments such as rectal administration
· A letter from the child’s GP stating the child’s condition and what medication is to be administered
· Written consent from the parent allowing practitioners to administer the medication
· Proof of training in the administration of such medication
· Playdays will inform The Pre School Learning Alliance Insurance Department to extend their insurance


Children requiring assistance with tubes to help with breathing, feeding or children with colostomy bags etc
· Prior written consent must be obtained from the child’s parent to give treatment and/or medication prescribed by the child’s GP
· The Practitioner must have the relevant medical training/experience



IF PLAYDAYS IS UNSURE OF ANY ASPECT OF MEDICAL CARE THAT IS REQUIRED THEN THEY WILL CONTACT THE PRESCHOOL LEARNING ALLIANCE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT ON 02076972585 OR EMAIL: MEMBERSHIP@PRE-SCHOOL.ORG.UK
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